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Welcome to Kingsbridge 

Kingsbridge - A pretty thriving Market Town on the South coast of England in an area of 

outstanding natural beauty. The town sits at the head of an estuary and is a popular tourist 

destination for shopping with a good selection of family owned businesses situated along and 

around the main shopping street close to the quay.  

The town has much history and is actually made up of the medieval towns of Kingsbridge and 

Dodbrooke originally a quarter of a mile apart. 

After the Norman Conquest its surrounds passed into the possession of the Abbots of Buckfast 

and in 1219 the Abbot of Buckfast was granted a Royal Charter to hold a market where the 

monks could sell their offerings such as vegetables, honey and thick cream. 

Today regular markets are held in the town which are well supported by the thriving and 

supportive local community and many visitors from all over the world.  

Over the past few years the town has benefitted from a new marina at the quay which has 

attracted many more visitors. 

Kingsbridge in Bloom have, over the last 10 years, played a major role in keeping the town 

vibrant and attractive and we are proud of our achievements in promoting good horticultural 

and environmental practices. The whole community really appreciate our work for the town and 

the major contribution it makes in keeping it attractive and promoting a sense of pride. 

Since we formed, the group has increased year on year and we enjoy our work all year round. 

Even in the depths of winter the group can be seen out every week maintaining their displays, 

followed up with a hot drink and friendly chat. 

Team with awards 2016 
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Our main focus this year is to build on the success of our schemes from 2016 and with this in 

mind a new ‘maritime’ theme has been designed for our display bed which reflects the seaside 

nature of our locality.  The two raised beds in the Recreation Ground have been redesigned and 

replanted.  One bed has been designed in conjunction with Catrina Saunders, the Head Gardener 

at Overbecks, the National Trust Garden in nearby Salcombe with appropriate and innovative 

planting that will be both structural and colourful.  

The other bed has been further developed as a 

‘sensory’ bed which will encourage people to explore, 

touch and smell the plants, this places challenges on 

the design and planting, particularly the need to 

make things robust and choose plants that will 

tolerate the inevitable damage.  We have improved 

and developed the raised herb bed (pick your own) 

which has been used by the public and park café.  

New reservoir planters have been installed at various 

locations around the town.  

Horticultural Achievement 

Renewing compost  in schooner  

New plants for sensory bed in Recreation 

Ground  

 

 

Removing the old barrel planters  

 

New grasses in the Recreation Ground  
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Horticultural ...cont. 

KIB Volunteers planting baskets and 

storing at the Nursery  

New gravel for the schooner  

Training the Clematis shoots 

 in top car park planters  

Planting donated Agave on the Town Square bed  
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Horticultural ...cont. 

Membrane used as template for 

display bed design 

Hard work removing  

a Phormium!  

New plants for Egret Bed  

Planting spring flowers in new reservoir barrels  
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Heritage 

Maintenance and development of our heritage features continues. The schooner has been 

replanted with some different plants and colours. Hard landscaping items at the Railway Bridge 

have undergone repair and improvements made to the planting. At the Lime Kiln the fern 

display continues to evolve. A new feature this year is the acquisition and restoration of a 

traditional Devonshire hay cart.  

Schooner on the Embankment 

Old Railway Bridge 

The Lime Kiln 

Old Hay Cart 
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Reviewing how to restore 

Heritage….cont. 
A 100 year old Devonshire hay cart was donated by a local farmer.  Significant restoration by the 

Kingsbridge in Bloom Team has taken place over a seven month period ready for relocation as a 

new heritage feature on the town square. 

 

Dismantling 

Preparation and sanding down 

A good coat of priming paint 
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Community Participation 

The community shows great support and appreciation for Kingsbridge in Bloom. We aim to 

inform, engage and involve people of all ages throughout the year.  The community is kept 

informed with newspaper and magazine articles, banners, signs, posters, window displays, 

exhibitions, illustrated talks, publicity stands and the new website. 

Brownies lend a hand at  

Church Street Garden  

Post judging celebration BBQ  

Business baskets in the high street  

Explaining about seeds to Beavers at Brittons Field  
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Promotion 
We work closely with the local press and publications to feature regular updates and keep public 

awareness high.  Below are just a few cuttings from the press in the past 12 months. 

Kingsbridge Gazette The Post Magazine 
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Funding 

Funding, which has to be raised by us every year, comes from business sponsors, the monthly 

draw, the Town Council, individual sponsors, donations at talks and working parties, stalls at 

community events and our own Kingsbridge in Bloom merchandise. We also look to secure 

grants from various funding sources for our larger projects. 

 Graham the raffle prize  

Quiz at Creeks End pub  

Selling  merchandise  

Fair Week stall  
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It’s Your Neighbourhood 

Our IYN’s form the backbone of our entry supported by people of all ages.  This year we have 

new entries bringing our total to fifteen.  We also have meetings and a newsletter specifically for 

the IYN’s in order to share ideas. 

Kingsbridge Hospital Garden  

Nursery school with sunflowers, sweet peas, Wendy 

house with window boxes  

Saffron Park Gateway Garden 

Church Street Gardens - Site of the old cattle market  
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Environmental  -  Planting 

Kingsbridge in Bloom is working in sympathy with nature, helping to conserve valuable 

resources and enhance the environment for people and wildlife.  We use perennials, propagate 

from cuttings, collect seeds and over-winter plants. Bulbs and plants are re-used in different 

locations. 

Relocating donated 

Phoenix palm  

KIB Propagation workshop 

at National Trust  

Removed plants ready for relocation  

National Trust assisting with soil 

 improvement ready for  

sustainable planting 
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Environmental  -  Waste Management  

We compost appropriate green waste material.  The new compost facility, now in use was 

designed and organised by Kingsbridge in Bloom.  Composting guidelines are displayed in the 

compound and on the website.  Plastic pots are re-used or returned to the supplier.  We also use 

locally sourced soil conditioner. 

Depositing green waste 

 in the compost area  New compost area management 

Sponsor’s of the new compost area 
Construction of the new compost area 
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Environmental  -  Water Use 

Watering is vital to sustain our displays. Our sustainable planting includes drought tolerant 

varieties where appropriate. We do all of our own watering throughout the town with our own 

water bowsers.  The use of water butts, baskets and containers with reservoirs helps to minimise 

water consumption. Mulching and gravel conserves moisture on the beds. 

New bowser watering planters 

 on the roundabout 

Water collection & storage  at  

the  Information Centre 

 

                   Planting our eighty reservoir baskets  at 

the local nursery 

Refurbishing our town square beds 

with gravel to improve  water retention 
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Environmental  -   Working with Nature 

Planting designed to attract pollinating insects has been expanded to include wild and meadow 

flowers, also plants that extend the flowering season. Homes and habitats for wildlife are being 

installed.  We are experimenting with alternative means of control for slugs and snails. 

We have been working with Kingsbridge Natural History Society and the Devon Bat Group giving 

ongoing support for our hedgehogs and bats. 

Meadow flowers in the 

 Recreation Grounds 

Butterfly on Buddleia 

Bees on Eryngium 

Installing a robin box 



Kingsbridge in Bloom 2017   www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk

18 

Our Sponsors 

Antony & Pat Greenwood 

Bartons Solicitors 

Beryl Washington 

Blue River Cottages 

Creeks End

 

Decorative & Fine Arts Society 

Fine Shine 

Greencrop 

Greenspace  Landscapes 

Harrison Nurseries 

Healthwise 

Herring Shoes 

Kathlene & Peter Trute 

King Print 

Kingsbridge Community  Garden 

Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club 

Kingsbridge Estuary U3A 

 

 

Kingsbridge Funeral Directors 

Kingsbridge Gardening Club 

Kingsbridge Gazette 

Kingsbridge Hire Centre 

Kingsbridge Town Council 

Kingsbridge WI 

Kingsbridge & Salcombe C. of C. 

Lilburn & Elliot Builders 

National Trust Overbecks 

Nick Walker Printing 

Noyces Garden Centre 

Otter Nurseries

 

Palladium Builders Merchants 

Pizza Planet 

Plumbstop 

Quay Quilters 

R & G Auto Spares 

R. Sanders Plant Hire 

South Hams District Council 

Union Fabrications 

Tesco 

The Post 

Toad Hall Cottages 

Wills Marine 
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Tranquillity Trail  -  Appreciating Nature 

Kingbridge in  Bloom had a large input in the creation of Kingbridge Town’s Tranquillity Trail.  

Being surrounded by nature has been found to be hugely beneficial for health and wellbeing 

especially if we can hear  the sounds of nature.   The Tranquillity Trail takes you on a circular 

route, allowing you to appreciate nature even in the midst of a thriving town like Kingsbridge. 
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Our Organisation and Contacts 
Kingsbridge in Bloom (KIB) consists of a committee with links to a wide range of other  

individuals and organisations with whom we work closely. This year the committee has been 

made up as follows:  

Graham Price 

Chairman and Town Councillor,  Project management, interface with RHS, SWIB, 

local authorities & businesses. IYN co-ordination 

Jan Alen 

Plant procurement 

and planting  

Lis Smith 

Secretary — Meeting minutes, correspondence & plant organising 

Alan Purchase 

Treasurer, Fiscal duties & fiscal control  

Gill Matthews 

Publicity Officer  

Adrienne Benton 

Environmental 

Angela Taylor 

Environment & sustainability  

Anne Balkwill 

Councillor - (KTC) - Town Council interface  

Robin Griffin 

Councillor - (KTC) - Schools / Young people’s interface, 

IYN co-ordinator 

The committee would like to acknowledge 

the support of the team of volunteers and 

the many others who have supported us 

through the year. These include the Kings-

bridge  Scouts and Girl Guides, Kingsbridge 

Primary School, Community College, the 

Churches in the town and the many  individ-

ual members of the community who have 

contributed their time and expertise so 

freely to support our campaign. 
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Picture Collage  
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Picture Collage  



Kingsbridge in Bloom 2017   www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk

26 

Kingsbridge in Bloom Community Website 

The new format website last year has been well received with regular viewing.  Its purpose is to 

fully promote our activities to our town’s community and visitor’s alike.  We have 44 unique 

pages and keeping it fresh with new material is vital.  Content covers:  News, Organisation, 

Competitions, Picture Galleries, Events, Support and Sponsorships, KIB Team Information, 

Contact Us.   

We strive to make it informative and interesting to all. Our website will never  be finished and will 

change and evolve to keep it factual and fresh.  Below are snapshots of various subject pages.   

www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk 
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10 years of Kingsbridge in Bloom - Celebration Poems 
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