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Welcome to Kingsbridge our attractive ancient market town here in the South 

Hams on the South Devon coast.  This is our ninth year as an entrant in Britain in Bloom 
and we are looking to maintain  our National and Regional Gold  award status. 
As before, our efforts are built upon strong community involvement and true recognition 
by the community of the impact that our improvements to the town are making to its  
vibrancy as a community and commercial centre. 
 

Our theme for 2016: Consolidation and Improvement. 

The KIB group are always keen to take valuable advice from our judges in our quest for 
continuous improvement. 
Each of the three pillars of judging are always critically scrutinised and for 2016 we have 
increased our sustainable planting as well as consolidating with our existing displays. 
Our enthusiastic team continues to grow in numbers year on year and many new 
environmental initiatives have been implemented for this year. 
We recognise the importance of involving the whole community with growing numbers of 
'It's Your Neighbourhood' entries as well as in our local garden competition. 
The shops and business community also continue to give their full support with ever 
increasing hanging baskets and planter displays to help improve the hard landscape areas 
of the town. 
We are justly proud of our achievements in keeping the town attractive and vibrant 
throughout the year. 
The Britain in Bloom campaign gives us the drive and enthusiasm to maintain and build on 
our successes which is always very well received by all of our community. 
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This year we have introduced two more insect friendly beds where eradication of ground elder has 

proved to be a real challenge.  These new beds subsequently have proved to be a very worthwhile 

addition to the embankment displays.  Perennials have been gradually introduced into containers 

alongside bulbs and annuals for impact.  New planters have been installed on the railings on 

Cookworthy Road.  Problems with contamination of the pond with salt water have led to a new 

approach with the use of saline tolerant plants.  The display bed is designed to celebrate the Queen’s 

90th birthday.  New reservoir planters purchased and installed on the roundabout, Cookworthy Road  

and the top car park.  

Horticultural Achievement 

Installation of salt tolerant plants & supports 

 

Preparation of new insect friendly bed 

 

Planting new reservoir  containers 
at the roundabout 

 

Maintaining our embankment planters 
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      Planting  meadow seeds throughout  
                                 the town 

Attention to our tiered display on the 
town square 

Work continues all year round with ideas forums, consulting, planning and visiting nurseries in addition 

to practical working parties around the town. 

Winter pruning of the dogwood in the 
raised beds 

Installation of flagpole for Queen’s 90th birthday display 
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Winter tidying of our historic  backways 

Kingsbridge has five road gateways welcoming you into the town.  Each one has a planter 
display which are maintained throughout the year  by our dedicated team.  Maintenance and 
development of our heritage features continues.  The schooner has been replanted with some 
different plants and colours. Hard landscaping items at the Railway Bridge have undergone 
repair and improvements made to the planting.   At the Lime Kiln the fern display continues to 
evolve. 

Floral Schooner on the embankment 

Maintaining the old Railway Bridge 

Lime Kiln,  an oasis of calm 
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One of our many shop window displays throughout the year 

Community Participation 

The community shows great support and appreciation for Kingsbridge in Bloom.  We aim to inform, 
engage and involve people of all ages throughout the year.  The community is kept informed with  
newspaper and magazine articles, banners, signs, posters, window displays, exhibitions, illustrated talks, 
publicity stands and the new website.  

 

KIB awards display in the Information 
Centre 

Public KIB  display outside 

our main sponsors  

     Joining in the fun during fair week 
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Promotion 
We work closely with the local press and publications to feature regular updates and keep 

public awareness high.  Below are just a few cuttings from the press in the past 12 months. 

Kingsbridge Gazette The Post Magazine 
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Community Groups 

With the full support of Kingsbridge in Bloom, the Garden Club, WI and Boat Club,  

plant and maintain their own beds.  The younger generation are represented by the 

three IYN schools, the Primary School Garden Club, the Fair Week ‘Garden in a 

Wheelbarrow’ event, the Cubs, Beavers and Brownies, the children’s sunflower 

growing competition and grandchildren helping out at working parties. 

Brownies team helping maintain 

Church Street Garden 

Beavers helping with meadow seed sowing 

Pupils in the new poly tunnel at 

the primary school  

Proud winners of our tallest 

sunflower competition 



Kingsbridge in Bloom 2016   www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk

Page 11 

Funding 
Funding, which has to be raised by us every year, comes from business sponsors, the 

monthly draw, the Town Council, individual sponsors, donations at talks and working 

parties, stalls at community events and our own Kingsbridge in Bloom merchandise. We 

also look to secure grants from various funding sources for our larger projects. 

One of our young helpers 

Our summer produce stall  

Ascot Ladies day 

fund raising event 

Our Christmas stall next to 

the community mosaic 

Fund raising Quiz Night 
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It’s Your Neighbourhood 
Our IYN’s form the backbone of our entry supported by people of all ages.  This year we 

have three new entries bring our total number to thirteen.  We have also introduced 

meetings and a newsletter specifically for the IYN’s in order to share ideas .     

Tresillian Nursery Garden 

Kingsbridge Hospital Garden 

a new IYN entry 

Saffron Park gateway garden 
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The Garden Competition 
This is open to Kingsbridge residents and businesses. Categories include: Best Garden, 

Best Courtyard Garden, Best Commercial Premises, Best Pub, Best Church, Best 

Street/Part of Street, Best Containers/Hanging Baskets, Best Newcomer, Best Child’s 

Garden/Container. This year environmental awareness is included in the judging criteria. 

Methodist Church Garden 

One of our floral pub displays 

Awards ceremony for the local  
Garden Competition 

Windsor Court  
residential displays 

Local Garden Competition winner 
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Business Community 
Volunteers visit all the shops to take orders for hanging baskets, troughs or pots. Some 
organise their own planters and are keen to use the new KIB, coordinated colour 
scheme. 

Organising baskets for the town with 
our local plant nursery 

Living wall at one of the business 
on the Quay 

Another of our supportive shop keepers standing 
proudly with her own display basket. 

One of our supportive shop keepers 

with her own display 

 



Kingsbridge in Bloom 2016   www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk

Page 15 

Environmental Responsibility 
Kingsbridge in Bloom is working in sympathy with nature, helping to conserve valuable 
resources and enhance the environment for people and wildlife. 

Plant Management 

We use perennials, propagate 
from cuttings, collect seeds and 
over-winter plants. Bulbs and 
plants are re-used in different 
locations. 

Newly acquired greenhouse for 
propagation and over-wintering 

of our plants 

Plant removal and re-cycling  

Winter storage of polyanthus  

Working with National Trust at Overbecks Salcombe 
with recycled plants 
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Waste Management  
We compost appropriate green waste material.  New composting facilities have been 

planned by Kingsbridge in Bloom and are currently under construction.  
Plastic pots are re-used or returned to the supplier.  We also use locally sourced soil  
conditioner. 

Spring maintenance in the 
Recreation Ground 

Discussion of our plans for the 
new composting facility 

Building the new recycling and composting 
area at our local park 
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Water Use 
Watering is vital to sustain our displays. We do all of our own watering throughout the 
town with our own water bowsers.  The use of water butts, baskets and containers with 
reservoirs helps to minimise water consumption. Mulching and gravel conserves 
moisture on the beds. 

Refurbishing our town square beds with gravel to 
improve water retention 

Planting our 80 town baskets 
at the local nursery 

It’s only water…... butt it’s essential! 
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Working with Nature 
This year our planting for attracting more pollinating insects has increased by carefully 
selecting more appropriate meadow seeds and plants that will extend the flowering  
season.  Additionally we have introduced habitats for wildlife as well as our own leaflets 
on helping hedgehogs. The group are also experimenting with alternative methods of  
dealing with slugs and snails 

Constructing a variety of park nest boxes 

Supporting our bees  with hives in 
our community garden 

Installing our new bird boxes 
in the parks 

New crab apple trees being planted on a 
cold winters day at Brittons Field  

Increased number of pollinating 
plants in our displays this year 

Enjoying one of the meadow flower 
displays in the town 
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Our Sponsors 
Kingsbridge in Bloom could not exist without the kind support from our sponsors. 

 

Anthony & Pat Greenwood     Lilburn & Elliot Builders 

Bartons Solicitors       National Trust Overbecks 

Blue River Cottages       Nick Walker Printing 

Creeks End        Noyces Garden Centre 

Decorative & Fine Arts Society    Otter Nurseries  

Fine Shine        Palladium Builders Merchants  

Greencrop        Pizza Planet 

Harrison Nurseries       Plumbstop 

Healthwise        Quay Quilters  

Herring Shoes        R & G Auto Spares 

Kingprint         R. Sanders Plant Hire 

Kingsbridge Community Garden    South Hams District Council                                       

Kingsbridge Estuary Boat Club     Tesco  

Kingsbridge Estuary U3A       The Post 

Kingsbridge Funeral Directors     Kathlene & Peter Trute 

Kingsbridge Gardening Club      Toad Hall Cottages  

Kingsbridge Gazette       Torr View Forge 

Kingsbridge Hire Centre      Wills Marine  

Kingsbridge Tangent Club      

Kingsbridge Town Council      

Kingsbridge WI 

Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce  

 

 

      

      

      

 

      

       

      

       

             

      

 

        

       

    

 



Kingsbridge in Bloom 2016   www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk

Page 20 

Our Organisation and Contacts 

Kingsbridge in Bloom (KIB) consists of a committee with links to a wide range of other  
individuals and organisations with whom we work closely.  This year the committee has 
been made up as follows:  

Graham Price. 
Chairman and Councillor - (KTC) , project management, interface with RHS, SWIB, local 
authorities & businesses.  

Alan Purchase 
Treasurer— Fiscal duties and fiscal control  

Lis Smith 
Secretary—Meeting minutes, correspondence & plant organising 

Jan Alen 
Plant procurement and planting  

Gill Matthews 
Publicity Officer— Local KIB Garden Competition organiser  

David Dain 
IYN Coordination— Ground maintenance  

Angela Taylor 
Environment & sustainability  

John Speed 
Watering equipment control & maintenance 

Adrienne Benton 
IYN coordination & environmental 

Jackie Case 
Horticultural advisor   

Anne Balkwill 
Councillor - (KTC) - Town Council interface  

Robin Griffin 
Councillor - (KTC) - Schools / Young people’s interface 

The committee would like to acknowledge the support of the Team of volunteers and the 
many others who have supported us through the year. These include the Kingsbridge 
Scouts and Girl Guides, Kingsbridge Primary School, Community College, the Churches in 
the town and the many individual members of the community who have contributed their 
time and expertise so freely to support our campaign. 
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Month Tasks/Activities Who? 

February  

Check all planting areas for winter damage, general tidy up. 
Check stone bed for loose stones and fix if necessary 

Confirm new planters ordered for delivery dates mid March 
Ensure sufficient compost/growmore etc. is available. 

 Agree what course to take re wild flower areas 

Working party 
Working party/maintenance 

Chair/plant lead 
  

Planting team/committee 

March 

Draw up watering rota.  Bowser maintenance as necessary. 
General maintenance as required repair/painting of planters 

Finalise orders for baskets/tubs for Fore Street 
Regular working parties start – weather/jobs dependent. 

Watering team 
Graham/Maintenance team 

Gill/Jennie/Robin 
Planting lead to organise 

April  
 

Ipomoea delivery due first week April.re-pot/bring on at home 
Check compost available, change/refresh where needed 

Confirm numbers of perennial and bedding plants ordered.. 
Monitor spring plants for removal when finished 
Perennial delivery early April    Plant them asap. 
Start regular watering as per weather conditions 

Planting team 
Working party 
Planting team 

  
Plant team/working party 

Watering team 

May 
 

Main basket planting at Potters.  Check basket brackets 
Tidy planters and beds and check ready for  planting annuals.. Recycle/
sell removed plants as appropriate  Prepare beds for summer planting, 

remove tete-a-tete from display bed, 
Schooner plants delivery due  week beginning 27th 

Hang baskets – late May     Annuals delivery due end May 
Plant annuals and start regular watering 

Planting team/maintenance 
Working parties 

  
Working parties 

Working party to plant 
Potters/working party 

Watering rota 

June 
Continue regular watering/weeding /dead heading 

Review last years comments/Pre-judging review and tweaking 
Working party/all 
Mentor and team 

July 
Ongoing watering, deadheading and weeding. 

Final clearing/tidying pre-judging. 
Post judging review 

All 
All 

Planting team/Committee 

August 
Continue watering, dead heading etc  including baskets 

Weekly working parties for maintenance 
Get catalogues. Check saved bulbs, plan and order new bulbs 

All 
All 

Planting team 

September 

Continue watering and weeding.  Begin Bulb planting  
Remove/empty summer baskets when past their best. 

Review potential new planting areas/planters 
Review year to date, discuss plants, suppliers etc. etc. 
Plan colour schemes and themes for Spring/Summer 

All 
Team plus Potters 

  
Planting team 

Planting team & committee 

October  

Audit all planted areas for overwinter replacements 
Plant bulbs in/Town Square +containers. 

Compost refresh if needed – re-use bulbs saved plants. 
Audit rec/clean beds/plant bulbs 

Planting team 
All to plant 

All 
JHy/VM/working parties 

November 
Empty and re-fill Beehive planters when past their best 

Encourage new ideas for next year 
Planting team 

All 

December 
Distribute ‘wish list’ for tenders 

Ongoing maintenance.  Consider new/replacement planters 
Planting team 
Working party 

January 

Cutting back/winter tidy, Town Square/ Embankment and Rec 
Audit all planting areas and order new/replacement plants 

Order wild-flower seed, in conjunction with SHDC 
Inform independent buyers of town  scheme/take orders 
Order new planters and annuals. Order any new planters 

Working party 
Planting team 

Graham/Jennie 
Jennie and team 

Committee/planting team 
Planting team 

KIB Planting Programme 2016/17 (updated June 2016) 
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New Kingsbridge in Bloom Community Website 

This year has seen the creation of a brand new website by one of the KIB volunteers.  A 
conscious effort  is being put into its construction to fully promote our activities to our 
towns community  and visitors alike.  Currently we have generated 43 pages covering; 
news, organisation, how to help, competitions, picture galleries, events, sponsors support 
and KIB team information. We strive to make it informative and interesting to all.  

Plans are afoot to expand the website to cover our planting policies and create a 
knowledge base of the plants we use around the town as a reference and ideas bank to 
budding gardeners. Other plans to keep the website fresh is for certain KIB volunteers to 
be able to directly update the website themselves from their home computers.  

Webmaster at work constructing pages 
with information and pictures submitted 

by the Kingsbridge in Bloom team 

Home page detail under modification 
with the website host  software 

Comprehensive and structured archived picture 
galleries of year round activities.  

www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.ukwww.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.ukwww.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk   
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