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Welcome to Kingsbridge
Welcome to Kingsbridge, a town with an enviable position on the South Devon coast in a
designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
It has its origins in Dodbrooke, mentioned in the Domesday Book, and Kingsbridge,
founded by the Abbot of Buckfast Abbey in the 13th century. It has only existed as a
single town since 1893.

Springtime on the Quay
The front cover is by Jim Brown of the Kingsbridge Camera Club.
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During the 16th to 18th centuries,
Devon’s golden farming era,
Kingsbridge became the focal
point in the South Hams for the
transport of local agricultural
produce by sailing schooners.
Today, Kingsbridge’s primary role
is as a small market town, serving
the local villages and countryside.
However, its position at the head
of the Kingsbridge Estuary makes
it an attractive tourist destination
for marine leisure activities, wildlife

A 19th Century Painting of Kingsbridge
watchers and coastal walkers.
The Estuary is more precisely a ria, or
drowned valley, with no significant water
flow from inland. This means that virtually all
of the variation in water level and water
renewal is driven by the tide, even though
Kingsbridge is more than four miles from

open sea. At high tide it is a pretty
harbourside scene of moored boats,
whereas low tide exposes mud flats
attractive to birds.
Around 40 species of waders, wildfowl
and seabirds have been recorded on the
Estuary, and huge numbers of some
species feed and overwinter here. The
Little Egret and Gull at low tide (winter)
little egret can often be seen within the
town boundary. It has expanded its
range from southern Europe, was first seen on the
Estuary in 1989 and bred here for the first time in
2002. Cattle egrets are now visiting the area.

Introduction to Our Entry
We first entered South West in Bloom in 2008.
Having started late, our first effort had to be a
mixture of opportunism, taking advantage of current
community projects and direct actions which
required minimum coordination. In particular, the
South Hams District Council (SHDC) plans were to
a large extent fixed before we started, and had been
made without allowing for the possibility of a SWIB
entry.

ur 2008 Entry Cover Picture

For 2009, Kingsbridge in Bloom remains communityled. While retaining the support of
the Town Council, we have been able to coordinate with SHDC to a much greater
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extent, and have benefited from the experience
and enthusiasm of their Green Spaces team.. At
the same time, the townspeople and the
business community have expressed their
appreciation and support for Kingsbridge in
Bloom.

Horticultural Achievement
Design and Practice
Last year we had set up an agreement for
purchase and installation of hanging baskets
and other planters with a common theme. This
year we have built on that, to coordinate with
SHDC on their planting schemes (and to
do some trading between SHDC and
community plantings to achieve best value
and overall effect.). The basic intention
was to use “hot” colours to improve on the
impact.
Having experimented last year with

“planting for drought”, this year we have
repeated some of the drought plantings, and re
used baskets from last year. The Oxfam Shop
was particularly pleased to be able to hang a
“sustainable”, recycled droughtresistant basket.
They have also set up a recycling window
display to support our campaign.
Residential and Community
We have altered our route to include different
residential areas, both to give other residents a
chance to show their achievements, and to link
the other areas we want to feature.
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Recycled Oxfam basket

We cover small traditional town centre borders, through to more typical modern plots.

The Twinning Association planted a farm cart for their Gateway display

Tumbly Hill Day Centre

resillian Garden

T

Communityrun places include our awardwinning
Community Garden, sheltered housing such as Windsor
Court, and facilities such as the Tumbly Hill Day Centre
and Age Concern adjacent to the Quay. The
Kingsbridge Twinning Association were loaned a a farm
cart, reflecting the farming history of the area.

-5-

Businesses
Three businesses have taken on the other town
gateways, while others have either undertaken
their own displays or sponsored community
displays and projects.
The delayed arrival of a planned new Tesco
store has left a difficult area which we expect to
tackle if and when the store arrives in town.

WI Boat by the Quay Garage
The Quay Car Park has received additional baskets this year, including some restored
ones (see “Resource Management”, later). The raised beds in the Car Park have been
planted by volunteers, which freed SHDC staff to be deployed elsewhere (see under
“Community”).
Where planning permits, most
Fore Street traders have
baskets on display. Where not,
many have other planters, or
have sponsored plantings such
as the new doublebasket posts
which have been installed in
conjunction with the Fore Street
traffic calming.
Some premises accessed from
Fore Street have interesting
corners and alleyways.
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Planters sponsored by business –Jewsons are reusing the old town baskets

Green Spaces
The Open Spaces Plan for Kingsbridge is
progressing more slowly than we had
hoped, so we have concentrated on other
areas.
There are a number of small leafy corners
around the town which we have worked on.
The corner of Duncombe Street and Fore
Street has been revived by The Lions and
the adjacent Funeral Directors, and remains
a favoured sitting area. The Old Market at
the foot of Church street has a small play
area.
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On the edge of town, Brittons Field is a plot
which was given by the Date family for public
enjoyment and which had become neglected.
We are developing this as a viewpoint over the
estuary, a wild flower meadow and wild life
SHDC – Duncombe Street
corridor. The local Natural History Society are
taking an interest and offering advice. So far, the
overgrown trees and ivy have been cut back, to restore the view. Seats have been
repaired and a compost bin installed.

Work has started on Brittons Field to take advantage of the views…

Environmental Responsibility
Resource Management
Local Authority
Kingsbridge takes waste recycling seriously. South Hams District Council are second
from highest at recycling in the UK with 57% of all waste being recycled and composted.
We also throw the least amount of waste to landfill per household.
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Last financial year South Hams recycled


4450 tonnes of paper



2504 tonnes of glass



1600 tonnes of card



306 tonnes of plastic bottles



500 tonnes of cans

200 tonnes of textiles
9904 tonnes of food and garden waste
in  vessel composted (used as a peat
free substitute soil conditioner on local
farms)
A number of community groups have
recycling initiatives, supported by

ew Waste truck with logo competition winner
charities and local householders.
One of the “green” priorities is to use more
efficient street lighting and County engineers are
in the process of introducing new white light
technology. The Waterside Park area of
Kingsbridge has already received this lighting
On standard lighting, the Kingsbridge carbon
footprint from street lighting is about 120 tons
per annum. A switch to the new white light
technology will mean a saving of at least a third,
that is about 40 tons per year. It will also reduce
“light pollution” and help restore our night skies

to starry panoramas.
Business and Community
One of our sponsors, Lethbridges, regularly supports us with their “Greencrop” compost
made from recycled plant material.
And this year thirty flower baskets purchased
many years .ago by the Chamber of Commerce
for mounting on lampposts have been
extracted from the brambly bank where they
had been stored (dumped?), and about half
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have been restored by working parties,for use on the Quay Car Park lamps; the Fire
Station and elsewhere round town.

Local Heritage
This year we have two projects to make features of local historic sites.
The railway link from South Brent to Kingsbridge was lost in the Beeching cuts. It was
known as “The Primrose Line”, because of the profusion of wild primroses growing along
the track. The Kingsbridge Information Centre together with Kingsbridge in Bloom is
working on a longterm project to produce a town gateway feature based on the arches of
the old Plymouth Road railway bridge.

To the right of the Quay, the old Lime Kiln used in making fertiliser has been given a
facelift and is now a beautiful and tranquil niche.
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Local Environment
Examples of our initiatives for the local environment include taking part in “The Big Tidy
Up”, maintaining areas on the Backways (ancient footways running parallel with Fore
Street), and the clearance of the Tresillian patio by RAKE.

Pride of Place
Along the embankment, you will find a
wonderful poppy picture, painted by
local artist, Gill Cox, and displayed on
the town face of the War Memorial
Shelter. This has received much acclaim
from visitors and townspeople alike.
Recently there has been a programme
of replacement and refurbishment of
benches around the town. Some more
attractive ones have been placed in the Quay/Embankment area, while those at Brittons
Field and Duncombe Street Corner have been refurbished.
A tree trail around the Quay area is under development and a leaflet will be available
through Kingsbridge Information Centre next year. This is part of a movement to promote
Kingsbridge as a centre for walking and for observing wildlife. There will also be a quiz
about trees and a “head of the Estuary” trail.

Community Participation
Development and Continuity
A number of projects are ongoing. These include the historical Railway Bridge Project,
which will provide an attractive gateway to the town, highlighting some of its history and
the Brittons Field project featuring the estuary
link and local wildlife.
We continue to monitor the District Open
Spaces project to inform our future plans.

Communication and Education
This year, we have considerably expanded the
scope of direct publicity and information
activities, and are cooperating with several
related activities across the community. Last
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year we took advantage of existing news websites, but this year we have started our own
www.kingsbridgeinbloom.co.uk.
The scrapbook appendix shows our local press coverage, via papers and magazines.
The Community Garden remains closely involved in our campaign and has a key role as
a demonstrator of sustainable, organic gardening practice, but also fulfils its community
role through a programme which includes support for the “citizenship” curriculum for the
local secondary school, and for teenagers and adults with special needs. It is also used
for educational/ecology visits by local schools and playgroups. The garden is currently
working with the local college to develop a children’s trail, which will be available next
year.

The Primary School, which has cooperated with us over art projects, has now developed
its own environmental area, which includes a picnic area where children can have their
lunch, enjoy watching the bird boxes which they helped to build, and use the recycling
boxes to dispose of the leftovers. They are also developing a Pictorial Meadow, using
local wildflowers.
Once again this year we have been able to
mount displays in the Kingsbridge
Information Centre (who also hold forms,
sell tickets and post notices for us); and
Windeatts, a local firm of solicitors who offer
their Fore street windows to worthwhile
causes.

Community Involvement
Good links exist with other community
groups, including the “Newcomers Group” for
people moving into the area, the Country
Market and Destination Kingsbridge, a
campaign designed to encourage people to
shop locally. Talks are offered to these and
other groups, on behalf of KIB and the
Community Garden.
After the success last year of displaying the primary school entries for the Art
Competition at the local Agenda 21 Youth Market it was repeated this year.
We have called on local groups to help with planting. Planting of the raised beds in the
Quay Car Park, that we took on from SHDC, was shared by the Meadow Project, based
at Coombe Royal, the Kingsbridge Gardeners Club and KIB.
Displays have also been mounted at the local library to keep library users up to date with
what we are doing.
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The Community Garden continues to be a major asset to our campaign, demonstrating,
as it does, so many of the targets of SWIB.

Plant Sale

Citizenship Students

Playgroup

Frogspawn in the pond

The Kingsbridge Community Garden has something for all ages
This year, however, the major event in the Kingsbridge In Bloom calendar has been the
fourday Flower and Arts Festival, at St. Edmunds, the Kingsbridge Parish Church, which
is much underused.
In addition to some stunning floral exhibits, the Festival involved a wide range of local
societies, businesses, schools and individuals, showing their crafts and skills, and playing
their music. The WI exhibit showcased their Save our Bees campaign, with a beekeeper
in attendance.
The festival was supported by all the churches and numerous volunteers new to the
campaign took part as stewards. Also, many local people loaned plants for display on
the church path. As this event took place very shortly before judging, it is illustrated
separately in an appendix. It led to an interview on BBC Radio Devon publicising our
campaign, and a further spinoff came in the form of sales of postcards and posters,
based on the map in the programme.
Local Competition
We are building on the success of last year’s local competition by involving more
gardens, businesses and gateways. We find this a good way to include gardens which
cannot be seen from the judging route, and are pleased by the level of support.
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YearRound Involvement
Events and fundraising initiatives are
spaced out through the year to maintain
our local profile. Events this year
included a stall at the Fore Street
Christmas Market; a Quiz Evening,
Library display, Barn Dance, a tea stall
for the local Country Market, sponsoring
the poppy painting on the War Memorial
Shelter,and participating in the “Big
TidyUp”.
All of these help to keep our name
before the people of Kingsbridge, and
remind them of the campaign in
progress.

ur Fore Street Christmas Market Stall
(nighttime)

O

Funding and Support
Kingsbridge in Bloom has an active co
operative relationship with local
government. The Town Council has
granted funds, and supports us
generously in services such as loan of
equipment and premises, and storage of
our equipment (in particular, our two
bowsers used for watering the baskets in
the Quay area are stored in the council
garage). SHDC is now planning its work to
support our campaign, and supports
working together where appropriate. Our
two Devon County Council members have granted us funds.
The Chamber of Commerce has offered
generous funding, and in addition, individual
businesses fund and maintain their own
baskets or other floral decorations on their
premises. Some businesses sponsor other
displays, particularly where baskets or other
floral features are not possible or
appropriate on their site.
The programme for the Flower Festival,
which is a map of the town featuring the
judging route and local eating places, was
funded by advertising by the different eating
establishments around town, many of whom also contributed raffle prizes.
Public donation is encouraged with our colourful collecting tins, on display at events and
working parties, by ticket sales and by the growing 100 Club, our monthly lottery, which
brings in a small but regular income.
Groups have taken on particular displays. For example, the Twinning Association has
sponsored the Belle Cross Gateway with a planted farm cart, while the Womens’ Institute
and the Estuary Boat Club have both replanted their boats from last year’s campaign.
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Most of the local churches, and many arts and crafts groups have participated in the
Flower Festival.
One evening the patio to the rear of Tresillian House (home to the Community Garden)
was cleared by a local group known as RAKE (“Random Acts of Kindness to the
Environment”), having become severely overgrown. It is now due to be grassed over for
use by the local nursery, as a playspace.

In Conclusion
Kingsbridge in Bloom has had a very successful year, especially measured in terms of
community support and teamwork. The final displays are a credit to all concerned.

Calling on everyone

…including children

…to brighten up the Town!
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Appendices
Committee
Graham Price – project manager, overall project management for KIB, working parties,
seeking business participation/sponsorship. Tel 01548 854488.
Alison Marshall (Provence Gift Shop) – ideas, encouraging companies and institutions to
participate, The Memorial Poppy Painting.
Angela Taylor (Community Garden) – publicity, fundraising, children’s art, working
parties, the Flower and Arts Festival
Anne Balkwill (Kingsbridge Town Council) – Committee Chair recruiting gateway
sponsors, liaison with SHDC and DCC, working parties, fundraising
Grenville Taylor (Cookworthy Museum) – secretary, working parties, portfolio. Tel:01548
854407.
Irene Jeeninga (Chamber of Commerce) – route checking, business and resident
engagement, coordinating working parties.
Jackie Case (Kingsbridge WI) – Working parties, gardening and planting expert.
John Speed (Community Garden/Agenda 21) – Liaison, business & resident
engagement, working parties, watering lead.
Rob Harkness (SHDC Green Spaces Operations Manager) – liaison. Leads the team of
SHDC grounds staff responsible for Kingsbridge
Liz Willars (Community Garden) – treasurer, fundraising, working parties, 100 Club.
Jan Finbow (Gardeners Club) – community liaison, working parties
The committee would like to acknowledge the significant contribution made by the many
community members at our working parties, fundraising and community events.
Key:
SHDC

South Hams District Council

DCC

Devon County Council

KIB

Kingsbridge in Bloom (Our entry for South West in Bloom)

CoC

Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce
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Sponsors
We are grateful for sponsorship and help from the following businesses.
Arrow Cars

Kingsbridge Estuary Rotary

Avon Mill Garden Centre

Kingsbridge Lions

Bags of Choice

Kingsbridge Rotary

Bartons Solicitors

Kingsbridge Tourist Information Centre

Beers Solicitors

Kingsbridge Town Council

Bloomers

Malborough Forge

Charles Head and Son Estate Agents

Mayne Gallery

Cornwall Farmers

Noyce’s Garden Centre

Creeks End pub

Otter Nurseries

Devonshire Landscaping

Potters Nurseries

Dodbrook Feoffees

Provence

Robert Ellis (Tailors)

Quay Auto Centre

Greencrop

Reel Cinema

Haden Building Services

Reeves Florists

Harbour Bookshop

Selworthy Vets

Health Wise

Southface Outdoor

Helping Hands

South Hams Newspapers

Herring Shoes

South Hams Signs

The Hire Shop Kingsbridge

Studio Flowers

Kimberley Nurseries

Toad Hall Cottages

King Print

Steve Tucker

Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce

Wills Marine

Kingsbridge Feoffees

Windeatts’ Solicitors

Kingsbridge Market Traders

Nick Walker Printing

We are also grateful for the help of the following individuals and organisations:
Mary Boreham (botanical illustrator)

Kingsbridge Flower Club

Gill Cox (Artist)

Kingsbridge Twinning Association

Kingsbridge Camera Club (John Roberts)

Womens Institute

Kingsbridge and South Hams Art Club

Mike Glanville (map design)
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Scrapbook
From the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Gazette
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Other Local magazines
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Individual Testimonials
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Flower Festival 710 July
The idea of the Flower and Arts Festival arose
in response to number of issues:


To have a project which involves a large
number of groups across the
community;



To allow those groups to show their
skills and raise their profile in the town;



To get people in to a building which is
underused (St Edmunds, the
Kingsbridge Parish Church);



To raise the profile of the “in Bloom” campaign;



To raise funds.

The approach to the Festival was threefold:


Development of a souvenir
rogramme. This centred on a
decorative map, donated by a local
artist.



The displays, handled by local clubs
and by florists, with musicians from
the local churches and schools



A publicity campaign, involving
posters across the diocese, press
coverage and entries in “What’s on”
websites.
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